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MARKHAM SHERWILL'S COLLECTION OF 
AUTOGRAPHS 

• 

BY CLAIRE-ELIANE ENGEL 

APTAIN MARKHAM SHERWILL was one of the earliest Mt. Blanc 
specialists at a time when very few people cared about mountains 

_ and still less about their history. He climbed Mt. Blanc in 1825 
and according to the custom wrote a Visit to the summit of Mt. Blanc. 
But Markham Sherwill's enthusiasm had not been quenched by a long, 
wearisome, tiring climb, and a few years later he devoted his leisure 
to collecting notes about the past and present history of Mt. Blanc and 
the valley of Chamonix. He published A brief historical sketch of the 
valley of Chamouni, commencing with the foundation of the Priory in 
Iogo. The book was published in Paris in 1832 and was translated 
into French in 1837. Then he began a collection of pamphlets and 
autographs of Mont Blanc climbers. Later he had them bound in 
three thick volumes with fine red leather covers and an impressive 
title-page: Mont Blanc : Fourteen narratives written by those travellers 
who have successfully attained the summit of this mountain betwee!l the 
years I786 and I837, collected by Markham Sherwill, one of the intrepid 
adventurers. In I 84o he presented it to the Bibliotheque Royale of 
France. 

Thanks to an absent-minded librarian in charge of the catalogue, 
the three volumes were sent to the Cabinet des Estampes. Yet there 
might be some reason for this rather unexpected classification, as 
Markham Sherwill thought like Alice in Wonder land on the subject 
of ' books without pictures or conversation ' ; he did not see their use. 
As accounts of old climbs had very few illustrations, if any, he found 
an ingenious device to make up for such an omission. When a. climber 
mentioned in . his narrative any well-known place or name, Sherwill 
managed to find a convenient print and slip it into the pamphlet, so 
that half Bartlett's Switzerland Illustrated ·and ma~y other pictures 
are now glued into the three Mt. Blanc books. Some of them are 
there for obvious reasons ; such are several Sources of the Arveyron, 
Mers de Glace, Cols de Balme, a good reproduction of Bacler d'Albe's 
portrait of Paccard, and even views of Interlaken, Geneva, Chillon, 
Sion, chamois hunters or Manfred addressing the Jungfrau from the 
Wengern Alp. But it is necessary to peruse the text very closely to 
see why there are views of the waterfall of Terni, of Vesuvius, Chim
borazo, Porto-Ferrajo, several icebergs, and portraits of Sir Walter 
Scott, Mme de Stael, Napoleon, Calvin and Henri IV of France. 
Grand-Carteret saw the book, thought it was a mere collection of prints 
and mentioned it as such in his Montagne a travers les Ages (vol. ii, 
p. 213) with his usual inaccuracy; he added that the prints were small 
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and of no great interest. D. W. Freshfield saw this reference, felt 
there was more in the book than Grand-Carteret thought, and sug
gested it might be worth a more precise investigation (A.J. 29. 332). 
I discovered it through this note, which was pointed out to me by Dr. 
E. H. Stevens. In 1909 H. Mettrier published Trois lettres de Mile 
d'Angeville au Capitaine Markham Sherwill, which he had found in 
this collection (La Montagne, vol. v). Curiously enough, this re
markable document has been overlooked by Mlle Morin, the latest 
biographer of t~is lady. 

Now, Markham Shervvill's collection is a landmark in the history 
of mountaineering, as it enables modern readers to see what was 
thought about high mountains by the very few people who had actually 
climbed them, and by some of those who had merely heard about such 
feats. 

Markham Sherwill himself was immoderately and somewhat justly 
proud of having reached Mt. Blanc. It was the great adventure of 
his life. On January 10, 1840, when he presented his collection to 
the keeper of the Bibliotheque Royale, Duchene aine, he wrote : 

. 

'Monsieur, Avec votre permission, je me suis promis l'honneur d'aller vous 
voir et vous presenter mes hommages un de ces jours ala Bibliotheque Royale. 
Pour le moment je suis prisonnier a cote de mon foyer, ayant la goutte et 
d'autres douleurs dans mes pieds, la suite de mes longues et nombreuse~ courses 
dans les Alpes et leurs glaciers. . . . J e tiens beaucoup a ce que cette collection 
soit bien arrangee et digne d'etre placee a la Bibliotheque Royale de France : 
elle est unique sur le sujet dont elle traite. . .. ' 

Fifteen years had elapsed since he had gone up Mt. Blanc. Im
mediately after his climb he had written his narrative and he tried to 
get it published in London. He sent both his own manuscript and 
that of his companion, Dr. Clark, to a friend of his, William Upcott, 
'a collector,' asking him to see what he could do. Upcott's reply, 
which is one of the first letters of the autograph collection, was final : 
a publication in book form was not to be thought of. However, the 
New Monthly Magazine was willing to take both MSS., publish them 
very shortly and pay fifteen or even twenty guineas for them ; a most 
generous offer. He continues : 

'The booksellers have failed, and there is no spirit whatever for publishing. 
I spoke to Murray : " 'Twill not pay for advertising, was the reply, and this 
is the cry everywhere." ' 1 

Markham Sherwill and Clark took U pcott's advice. Clark's narra
tive came out in the May, June and October 1826 issues of the New 
Monthly Magazine, Markham Sherwill's in December 1826, January 
and February 1827. They were never published in book form in 
English ; for years, every similar account was either privately printed 
or published in a magazine. John Auldjo's magnificent volume is an 
exception; Longman and Green undertook its publication in 1828, 
but it was done at the author's expense, very likely. M~untain books 
were not best-sellers. Incidentally, Markham Sherwill mentions the 

1 May 2, 1820. 

• 
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whole name of the Mr. A. P. who translated his book into French and 
whose initials alone were known: his name was Pelletier. 

Captain Sherwilllent his manuscript to some friends. Among them 
was a Miss Catherine Hutton, who had been a novelist of some repute 
towards 1820.2 In 1836 she was an elderly spinster with a passion 
for autographs and fashion plates ; according to the portrait which 
Markham Sherwill put into his book, she had a shrewd and prim face. 
It seems that she greatly enjoyed his narrative, and her letter of 
thanks betrays very definite if somewhat disconcerting views about 
mountaineering: 

' Sir, I know not how to thank you for your most interesting account of 
your ascent to the summit of Mt. Blanc, your excellent letter and your admirable 
portrait. The .moment I have finished this address the two latter will be 
placed 8 with Bruce and Bonne, Clark and Humboldt and with Sir Arthur de 
Capel Brooke who has visited the farthest extremities of Europe as you have 
mounted to its highest peak. 

' But why should man ascend Mt. Blanc ? I confess I cannot tell. I shuddered 
at the horrible difficulties and dangers and found nothing on the summit to 
compensate for either. I have been much in Caernarvonshire and have seen 
Snowdon on all sides that is, at a humble distance from its base, whence I 
conceive that it is best seen. 4 I have heard and read the accounts of many 
persons who have ascended this molehill of a mountain, and I always found 
their descriptions indistinct and fancied that all they thought of, when at the 
top, was how they should get down. You do not resemble these persons, for 
nothing can be clearer than your whole story. I have accompanied you in 
every step, sitting in safety at my fireside; but I own I was glad when we 
arrived at the end of our perilous undertaking. 

' That you may long enjoy the remembrance of what you have done and seen ; 
long retain the consciousness that you have been one of the fourteen persons 
who have attained the summit of Mt. Blanc, three of whom have become mad 
in consequence, 5 where you had sufficient strength of nerve to preserve your 
understanding is the wish of 

' Sir, 
'Your very obliged: CATHERINE HuTTON. 

'Bennett's Hall, February 4, 1836.' 

Markham Sherwill made a point of becoming acquainted with all 
successful climbers of Mt. Blanc. He usually sent them an auto
graphed copy of his own narrative, together with a complimentary 
letter and a request for some personal information about the scientific 
phenomena they might have observed while climbing. It seems that 
he was thinking of writing a book about contemporary climbs ; it is 
a pity that it was never published. The first man whose letter of 

2 One of her novels was called The Welsh Mountaineer (1817), but this simply 
meant that the hero was living in a mountain district. 

3 In her autograph collection. 
4 The reader is reminded of the dear old lady saying to Mr. Ruttledge 

{according to Mr. Smythe): 'When you talk about these dreadful altitudes 
(of Everest) I can feel for you : I live in Crowborough ' (Spirit of the Hills, 
p. 239). 

5 Markham Sherwill was the fourteenth to go up M t. Blanc, not counting 
guides. But since I 836 there had been five more. I do not know who were the 
three unlucky men who had gone mad after their climb. This distressing 
information was probably supplied by Sherwill himself in his letter. In 1838, 
at any rate, Clark, Undrell and Atkins were dead. 
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thanks is bound into Sherwill's volumes is Charles Fellows, who went 
up Mt. Blanc on July 25, 1827. He acknowledges the receipt of 
Sherwill's letter and book and sends his own Narrative of an ascent to 
the Summit of Mt. Blanc : 

' May I request the favour of your accepting a copy of my little work on the 
same subject? ... I am going also to make a request which I dare say you 
will consider childish, but if you will add in a sheet at the end of your own copy 
your general remarks on the excursion, it will in my estimation add greatly to 
the value of the book. Should you know any author of the ascents or the date 
of their ascents, I should feel obliged by the communication in order to keep 
up my little register. . . . 

'March 8, 1836.' 

Charles Fellows had climbed Mt. Blanc with William Hawes. Ac
cordingly, Hawes's brother Benjamin, who was M.P. for Lambeth and 
had compiled his brother's narrative, sent an autographed copy of it 
to Captain Sherwill. 

The next contributor to the collection is Edward Bootie Wilbraham, 
who had climbed Mt. Blanc in 1830. His letters are evidence that 
Markham Sherwill's interest in mountains was mainly scientific, though 
in his short narrative he had indulged in literary and often effective 
descriptions. It seems that Wilbraham was less scientific and more 
enthusiastic about the physical aspect of the climb : 

'Latham House, August 31. 
' Sir, Your letter of the 6th instant was only forwarded to me yesterday which 

I trust will be sufficient apology for my not having written sooner. 
'The early account I published of my ascent was in the Keepsake for 1832, 

which contains little beyond a personal narration of my feelings or ideas on 
that occasion, as any scientific or useful remarks were, I ·am sorry to say, quite 
beyond my scope. Such as it is, however, I shall have great pleasure in sending 
you a copy as soon as I arrive in London, which will be in about a week's time. 

'At the time I made the ascent I had scarcely attempted to draw, but I made 
two or three sketches about the Grands Mulets which have passed, I fear, 
irrecoverably into other hands. They were never engraved. It is my intention 
whenever I revisit Switzerland [sic] to ascend to the Grands Mulets (no further) 
and pass the night there entirely for the purpose of sketching. 

' As soon as possible I shall do myself the honour of ca1ling upon you and 
shall have great pleasure in looking at your collection of documents in relation 
to Mt. Blanc a subject on which I shall always feel the most lively interest, 
being indebted to it for perhaps the two most [enjoyable?] days in my life. 
My address in town will be 55 Portland Place. 

' Believe me, etc.' 

'Sir, I have great pleasure in sending you a copy of my ascent to Mt. Blanc 
of which I have a few separates from the Annual. You will see that I closed 
your book on account of the horror of your recital, by which I simply meant 
that it made me nervous, which was not a mood to encourage at that moment ; 
for as I was afterwards able to judge, it is an admirable and most correct account 
of the difficulties to be met with in the ascent and one which has given me great 
pleasure in studying afterwards. 

'Will you have the goodness to tell me any hour that I am most likely to 
find you at home, as I am anxious to avail myself of your kind invitation to 
see your collection. 

' I . rematn •.. 
'WILBRAHAM. 

'September 5, 1837.' 
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One of the most interesting letters of the whole collection is one 
written by Martin Barry on August rz, 1836. According to the 
unusual way in which he addresses Markham Sherwill, I believe Dr. 
Barry was a Quaker. 

- ' Edinburgh. 
'Respected Friend, Thy letter was not received until long after its date 

because of my absence from Edinburgh, h aving been protracted unexp ectedly 
without arrangements for the forwarding of letters, and an acknowledgement 
of it had been further delayed by a journey from which I have recently returned. 
To learn that my narrative had afforded satisfaction to one so much at home 
among the Alps was very gratifying to m e indeed. I do not know of any 
person from whom the sam e expression of approval would have been more so. 
It was to J ames M arsden, a young gentleman studying medicine in this Uni
versity, that I was indebted for the perusal of thy narrative published in French, 
I think at Geneva, and bound up with an English copy of the excellent Account 
of Chamouni. When I saw him lately and told him I was about to write to thee 
I think h e wished a m essage of remembrance to be conveyed. I regret much 
not having seen this paper on the glaciers; they would I am sure have yielded 
information of which I should have been glad to avail myself. 

' Finding the " Rochers du Nord " 6 projecting just about as much as de 
Saussure had found them seven and forty years b efore, I concluded that snow 
did " not upon the whole deepen on the summit of M t. Blanc " 7 and on reflection 
it still appears to m e that the conclusion was natural. As to the f orm of the 
extreme apex, that is of course, as I also stated, " subject to frequent changes 
depending much on the direction of the wind while snow is falling." I can 
readily conceive that Napoleon's cross 8 if it remained on the apex after it fell 
might have influen ced the f orm of the latter in the manner thou hast described, 
but I do not understand in what way its depth could thereby have been increased. 

' The discovery of de Saussure' s ladder 9 was very interesting and important 
in connection with calculations as to the m arch of the glaciers. I stated that it 
was said they descended at the rate of a foot each day and was intending to offer 
an opinion myself on their velocity. I much regret not having had it in my power 
to quote thy experience on this subject. · I found Phyteuma hemispheric a but 
it was much lower down than the Grand Mulet Roche I think near Pierre a 
l'Echelle. 

' Again believe m e, thy letter was very acceptable. I am respectfully thy 
friend 

{ MARTIN BARRY., 

Markham Sherwill displayed much imagination in illustrating Dr. 
Barry's narrative. To the two small water-colours of the original he 
added plenty of prints, some of which are not quite in keeping with the 
subject of the book. For instance, it needs some effort. to see why 
he inserted several views of Edinburgh, two of Glencoe, one of 
Ben Lomond, one of Venice, portraits of Goethe, Schiller, Gibbon, 
Christopher Columbus, William Tell and Buffon. 

6 In his narrative, Barry calls them Rochers du Nord or D erniers Rochers : 
they are usually known as Rochers de l'Heureux Retour. 

7 Cj. Barry's Narrative, pp. 58 and 59· 
8 Markham Sherwill mentions it in his article (p. 24). 
9 Neither Barry nor Sherwill allude to such a discovery in their printed 

works. I cannot r emember seeing any mention of Saussure's ladder having 
been found on Mt. Blanc. J.D. Forbes found bits of another ladder which he 
had used on the M er de Glace a few years later, but this cannot be the one Barry 
is thinking of. Probably, Markham Sherwill had h eard about it from some
one in Chamonix and had said so in his letter to Barry. 
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The next interesting item of the collection is a letter from Count 
Henri de Tilly, the first Frenchman to reach Mt. Blanc. His climb 
had taken place early in October I 834 ; at that time he was an exile, 
having been compelled to leave France after the failure of the royalist 
rebellion of the Duchesse de Berry in 1832. Later he was pardoned 
and allowed to return to his country, as his letter to his Alpine pre
decessor shows : 

'Paris Samedi soir 2 Fevrier 1839. 
' Mon cher Capitaine, Avant de quitter Paris je veux vous dire combien je 

regrette de n 'avoir pas pu vous rendre a Pantin votre aimable visite. Vous 
m'excuserez, j 'espere, quand vous saurez que j e suis a peine convalescent .... 
Nous battens d 'ailleurs les m em es sentiers et il me semble difficile qu'avec Ia 
bonne volonte que nous avons, n ous ne nous retrouvions pas de par le rnonde. 
Adieu, je souhaite que vous soyez encore longtemps dans ce pays afin d'aug
m enter m es chances et je vous prie de croire a l'amitie de votre devoue 

' CoMTE HENRI DE TILLY.' 

Parts of two more letters are interesting and deserve to be quoted. 
One is from Frederick Clissold, who climbed Mt. Blanc in 1822. He 
sends his narrative to Captain Sherwill, 'not that the work merits your 
attention or a page in your narrative, but that it seems the means of 
concurring to the benefit of the guides for whom I am sure you cannot 
but feel some interest.' Markham Sherwill was interested in Mt. 
Blanc long before his climb, as the letter is dated 1823. Then he comes 
to a fascinating and, at that time, quite new subject : ' Have you seen 
the Asiatic Researches just received by Murray from Calcutta? Nearly 
one third of it is devoted to the subject of the Himalaya.' Alpine 
climbers have always dreamt of more distant, wilder and . sterner 
mountains ; yet it is strange to see a hint of that state of mind as early 
as 1823. 

There is an undated letter from Captain T. J. Undrell, who had 
climbed Mt. Blanc in 1819. His handwriting is very difficult to read. 
He offers to call on Markham Sherwill, carrying bits of the most 
prominent rocks of Mt. Blanc in his pocket, to show him those illus
trious pebbles : 

'If I do not find you at home with the one of two specimens, all I could 
conveniently carry in my pocket, of the summit of Mt. Blanc, the other seems 
similar. . . . I find I have no sp ecimen of the Rocher Rouge and but one of 
the Petit Mulet close to it.' 

Markham Sherwill's collection is not quite complete. Henry Atkins 
was dead when he tried to obtain an autographed copy of his Ascent to 
the summit of Mt. Blanc. He did not get acquainted with the Polish, 
American or Savoyard climbers. But he succeeded in establishing 
a correspondence with the celebrated Mile d'Angeville. Almost 
immediately after her Alpine feat, she sent him three long letters. 
As they have already been published I shall quote but a few extracts, 
to show their authoress's ideas about mountains and mountaineering. 
Markham Sherwill wrote, as was his usual method in approaching 
climbers, asking what scientific observations she had made during her 
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climb, and whether he might mention them in the book which he was 
writing. She ansvvered at great length, relating fully her experiences 
while walking up the last slopes. It seems she had been really more 
valiant or less tired than one would gather from subsequent biographers, 
and she had shown great endurance on the descent, though in the early 
afternoon the snow was in a horrible state. But she strictly refused 
to allow Captain Sherwill to publish anything about her ; she was 
contemplating the idea of writing her own tale and publishing it in a 
magnificent album illustrated with prints, water-colours and portraits. 
The tale was actually written, but the album has never been published. 

(Geneva September 15, 1838.) 
' . . . II n' est pas necessaire d'avoir Ia meme patrie et de s'etre vu pour se 

trouver en bonne relation ensemble ; il suffit que nous ayons fait l'un et !'autre 
un grand et perilleux voyage meme a treize ans de distance, pour que je com
prenne parfaitement votre desir d'avoir les details que vous me demandez, et que 
je me fasse un vrai plaisir de vous les donner.' 

She dwells upon the state of her pulse and heart during the climbs, 
upon her ' agonie du Mur de la Cote' and her very bad attack of 
mountain sickness : 

' . . . Depuis le bas du Mur de la Cote jusqu'au sommet, je suis tombee 
dans un etat de sommeillethargique qui m'obligeait a un arret tous les dix ou 
douze pas et qu'il m'a faUu des efforts de volonte 10 INOUIS pour surmonter! 
Cette somnolence vaincue par le vouloir se changeait en un etat convulsif qui 
me faisait avancer de quelques pas ascensionels et m'obligeait bientot a une 
nouvelle halte ; aussitot assise, un sommeil de plomb venait peser non seulement 
sur mes yeux mais sur tous m es membres, et c'est dans cette alternative que j'ai 
passe les dernieres h eures de !'ascension, sans que la pensee d'abandonner 
l'entreprise se soit jamais presentee a mon esprit. C'est la mon seul courage 
car je n'avais vraiment aucun merite jusqu'a cette lutte, etant arrivee aux 7 /8 
de la route sans le moindre mouvement de peur et sans la plus petite fatigue. I 

Pas plutot au sommet, Ia resurrection a ete subite. J'ai repris a !'instant m eme 
mes forces, la vie qui semblait prete am' echapper et la plenitude de roes facultes 
intellectuelles qui m'a permis de jouir de ce grand spectacle dans toute Ia 
magnificence ! Je ne sais si c'est au bonheur du succes que j'ai dude ne plus 
ressentir aucune espece de fatigue ou d'abattement pendant tout le reste de la 
route quoiqu'au retour nous ayons fait une traversee de quatre heures dans 
deux pieds DE NEIGE MOLLE. Voila le fait, avisez de la cause .... ' 

She continues, relating the story of the pigeon she took with her, to 
see whether it could fly home to Chamonix. It was a failure ; the 
bird flew first to Les Praz, then to Les Houches and was not heard of 
any more. It must have been an unusually stupid creature not to 
recognise its own dwelling-place when flying down the valley. 

' . . . J e pourrais sans doute vous donner beaucoup d'autres documents 
en rappelant mes souvenirs et en consultant pour les chases positives les cin
quante ou soixante petites pages de notes que j'ai ecrites toutle long de rna route 
et jusqu'a la cime du Mt. Blanc I Mais je vous avoue que m'occupant en ce 
moment d'ecrire la relation de mon voyage, je serais tres contrariee que vous 
lui otassiez le piquant de la nouveaute, en contant ce qui y a rapport avec trop 
de details dans l'ouvrage que vous vous proposez de faire paraitre.' 

10 Words printed in italics are underlined in the original and words printed 
in capitals are underlined twice . 

• 
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She asks for the story of his own climb, and whether she could have 
it in French, as she does not know English. She is now contemplating 
new athletic feats; Mt. Blanc developed or created in her a yearning 
for publicity : 

' . ,. .. Il est possible que j'aille ... a Londres faire une ascension AUX 
NUEES dans le ballon de l'aeronaute Green et au retour un plongeon sous 
cloche au fond de Ia mer. J e desirerais fort avoir votre itineraire d 'ici a six 
mois et vos deux adresses afin que si quelque hasard nous fait rencontrer tous 
deux a la fois dans l'une ou !'autre capitale, je puisse vous prevenir de mon 
arrivee, car vous devinez sans doute, Monsieur, mon desir de connaitre tous 
mes freres duMont-Blanc .... ' 

In her second letter, written from Geneva, she tells Markham 
Sherwill of the progress of the famous album. She is sitting to a 
Genevese painter for her portrait in climbing dress. Here is the 
conclusion : 

' (12- 9- 1838) 
' . . . Salut a mon frere du Mont-Blanc, en attendant meilleure connais

sance, si nous nous rencontrons jamais dans un de nos voyages sur quelque 
point de la machine ronde ! ' 

The last letter was sent from Lyons on February I I, I839 : 

' ... Mon sejour [in Geneva] s'est prolonge au-dela de toutes mes pre
visions. D'abord parce que j'ai fait mon album de commemoration du Mt. 
Blanc infiniment plus complet que je n'en avais d'abord eu !'intention, puis 
ensuite parce qu'ayant donne rna parole de gentilhomme dele montrer aux amis 
et connaissances une fois termine, il m'a fallu quinze jours ou trois semaines 
pour faire honneur a un engagement et satisfaire a bien des nouvelles demandes, 
puis est venue !'horrible semaine des emballages et preparatifs de depart, puis 
le voyage au milieu des neiges, puis arret force de 24 heures a Bellegarde pour 
Ia visite de mon gros bagage et enfin sejour a Lyon chez mes freres. . . . J e 
pars le Mercredi des Cendres ... et n'arriverai que le 17 ou 18 dans mes 
montagnes qu'on me dit etre couvertes de trois pieds de neige dans la vallee 
meme, de double hauteur sous les sapins ; tant mieux ! Car il faut une coupure 
entre Ia vie agitee que j'ai menee pendant et depuis mon expedition au Mt. 
Blanc et celle de dissipation qui m'attend a Paris. Or, les barrieres naturelles 
que la saison place tout autour de moi me vaudront Ia profonde solitude qu'il 
me faut dans ce moment, ne fut-ce que pour joindre enfin a l'album du Mt. 
Blanc le petit texte dont je n'ai pu m'occuper jusqu'ici autrement que pour 
le premier debrouillage des notes fait quelque temps apres mon retour de 
Chamonix et que la creation de l'album est venue interrompre .... ' 

In the conclusion of her letter, describing Alpine scenery and 
forgetting that the man to whom she is writing knows as much as she 
about high mountains, she becomes wildly excited : 

' . . . A propos du Mt. Blanc, vous etes decidement un INGRA T, mon 
frere. II vaut bien la peine vraiment qu'on vous montre de ce piedestal Ia 
nature primitive dans toute sa grandeur pour que vous regrettiez les taupinieres 
d'ou l'on voit des champs, des pres bien verts, des maisonnettes et surtout des 
grandes cites, en un mot les creations humaines au lieu de celles de Dieu l Ce 
que j'aime dans la vue du Mt. Blanc, moi, c'est justement ce que vous en criti
quez, ce sont les grandes masses grisatres entremelees de pies blancs, ce sont 
ces vallees qui ressemblent a d'affreux precipices, ce sont ces glaces, ces neiges 
etemelles J C' est le desert qui vous environne, c' est enfin le ciel bleu fonce 
dont les nuances se fondent jusqu'au blanc azure qui se trouve a !'.horizon, 

VOL. L. NO. CCLVII. T 
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etc. Si en couronnement de ce ' tableau j'avais pu apercevoir la mer (comme 
je l'esperais d'apres le recit de quelques-uns de nos freres), c'eut ete d'un gran
diose a se prosterner eta faire !'illusion d'une scen e de la creation du m onde I 
Allez don e, paisible habitant des pares de la Grande-·Bretagn e, visiter les bords 
de la Loire ou de la Durance, la belle Italie et les gracieux paysages. P our 
moi, fille des montagn es, j e veux du plus severe, du plus grandiose. Le Mt. 
Blanc, par exemple, le cratere du Vesuve les forets vierges du Nouveau Monde, 
la m er, les nuees visitees a la Gay-Lussac, etc. Tout cela vaut la peine qu'on 
quitte ses penates et qu'on se separe de ses proches et de ses amis, mais pour 
aller voir ce qu' on connait deja et que tout le m onde conna1t par des centaines 
de touristes et de recits, mieux vaut mille fois brouter en paix le petit champ et 
meme le brin d 'herbe qui vous avoisine.' 

Markham Sherwill was right in describing his collection ' unique 
sur le sujet qu'elle traite.' When he presented it to the Bibliotheque 
Royale, there \Vere no real mountaineering books. The only excep
tions were the various narratives of people who had climbed Mt. Blanc, 
most of them being almost impossible to find. In French, Alexandre 
Dumas had written his ' biographies romancees ' of Jacques Balmat 
and Dr. Hamel in his Impressions de Voyages, Topffer was publishing 
his first Voyages en Z ig-z ag ; such were the only and often inadequate 
texts through which readers might try and imagine what landscapes 
looked like above the snowline, when that line was drawn at a higher 
level than that of the 1\tier de Glace or the Grindelwald glaciers. 
Saussure and Ramond were forgotten. The interest for high moun
tains was dawning in 1840, the year in which Desor published what 
can be taken as the first mountaineering book, Journal d'une course 
aux Glaciers du Mt. Rose et du Cervin. Desor himself, Agassiz, J. D. 
Forbes or Elie de Beaumont had already worked for years on Alpine 
geology, but more years were to elapse before the public took the 
slightest notice of what they were doing. So it seems that Captain 
Markham Sherwill, who began collecting notes about Mt. Blanc 
almost immediately after his climb and continued until he had gathered 
a fine collection of autographs from Mt. Blanc specialists , was far 
ahead of his time ; indeed, he is a link between the early pioneers and 
the great mountaineers who began to explore the high Alps in the late 
'forties. 
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